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In days of old, from Chnos sprung
This grey old world, then freih and new

As Time himself, who then was young
And every shrub and flower that crew

Shed fragrance on the cooling broese,
That played through Kdcn's sylran shade i

Tho birds sang In the fruitful trees,
And all was good that Uod had made.

A lovely garden wide and fair,
Ungathered all Its luscious spoil)

All things for man grow richly there,
But nono to till the gonerous toll.

Unpluckcd tho frolt hung on tho bough,
Ungarnerod rtood the waving grain I

God Ial I 'behold 'tis good, and now
Man I'll croato to till tho plain."

So Adam was our husbandman-M- an

Arst, but soon an husband, ho
Most suroly whs deny who can

TheJInt "Patron of Husbandry."

In God' own Imago was he made,
By Illm ordaiood to till the soil i

Then can such labor now degrade
Our mmds or hearts, O sons of toll !

"Professions" then wcro not In vogue i
No lawyers did the land despoil,

They hired no rogue to catch a rogue,
And thus escaped full many a broil.

Vet I sometimes have had the thought.
The serpent from a lawyer sprung,

(See Darwin) so our woe was wrought
Ho surely had a fonnr.

No doctors peddled out their pills
And nostrums to our Mother Ere,

So Adam had no doctor's bills
To pay, for which he could net grlel e.

No mlddlimtit were tncro, they say.
To gobble Father Adam's gains i

lie hud no grocer's bills to pay,
And Mother Eve no'cr racked her brains

Over tho last sow fashion plat.,
To find the style the most becoming i

Tho milliner she did not rale
Because her spring hat was not "stunning,"

For she was fashioned all so fair,
So gifted with all queenly graces,

Sho had no need to buy "back hair"- -

Or deck herself with silks and laces.

When, by the serpent's subtle lore.
They found of clothes tboy stood In need.

They did not rush off to the store,
But maititacurfi some with speed.

Ah, times havechangod since Mother Ere,
Progression Is the song now sung,

Though oft wo hear old people grlcvo
For the "good old times when they were young."

Adam's descendants now have grown
So wlso, here In theso latter ages,

You'd think the world had never known,
Since time was young, such a race of sages.

They tell us how the world was made
In centuries, not by God's ono act i

They cast poor Moses In the shade,
By tho theories that they giro for fact i

They tell us man was never mado
(And prove It to thtir satisfaction)

From dust, as holy writ hath said,
But by somo law of strange attraction.

Soino molecule roso slowly up,
From ago to age he kept progressing,"

Till ho became a likely pup,
Then neit an ape, you'ro surely guessing.

The next age turned him out a man,
With brain and sout, aa now we soot

Surely these sages scarcely can
Boast of their noblo pedigree.

We will admit we've sometimes seen
A man, or one who boro his shape,

Who seemed as If he might havo been
Descended from a cur or ape.

And If 'tis true, as wlso men say,
I cannot tee a thing to hinder

Our race progressing back some day.
Till apes (till lower lire engender.

Such theory I accept not here,
I own no kin with apo or cur,

I hold my birthright all too dear,
And claim God as my ancestor.

Thus other theories as wild
Aro held by this wild generation i

Each rich man looks to see Ms child
Filling some high and lofty station i

A doctor, with high sounding name,
Or else a lawyer of repute,

Who gains a most surprising fame,
Pleading some guilty rufllan s suit.

Or If ho lacks a ready tonguo
But'i sharp enough to make a trade,

A'merchant ho becomes, while young
And strong, retires, his fortuno made.

They look on those who till the soil
As far beneath their rank and station i

They would not by such wearied toll
SoU lingers, or their reputation.

Vet, lust before election tlmo,
They'llshake hands with the sun burned farmer

Tell hliu his crops are looking line,
Ills wife and daughtor too the oharmer,

The farmers served them long and well,
And followed at their beck and noil,

Now, they proposo to wait a spell,
Till they aro counted more than clod,

They purpote now, these verdant olves,
To show the wily politician

That henceforth they shall help IhtmtHm
Instead of aim, to gain position.

The fact Is plain enjugh
Although to some It seems surprising,

Oppresslvo power hat lost Its sway,
And there hat been a grand uprising

Of tolling massei who must gain
Their dally bread by honest labor,

Vnihacklod now they stand, and fain

Would help to rise a struggling neighbor,

Tatrons, our work Is noblo, grand,
To rescue from all dogradatiou

Our calling, which at last shall stand,
Highest and first, at at creation,

And while our Holds wo calttvate
We'll cultitateuur minds as well,

A crop of brulus we're found ol late,
It pays to ralis If not to sell.

Then let our alms be pure and high,
As stars that brightly shine above us

"Hicelslor'1 Is the Patrons' cry i
" We'll Climb the helghU with those who love us."

And as oaeh silent year goes by
We'll spend this day In sweet communion

To mark this anulrersary,
And may It and ut e'er In union.

Wheat for a Name.

Henry Tillcy, Castlo Hill, Arooslook,
Mo., sent us a few days ago a fow wheat
heads, asking (or ft' name. Tho grain was

rained from a kernel found in a package of
oats that camo from Now York somo tlvo

years ago. This kernel yielded tho first
year 245 sound kernels, and now Mr. Tilloy
has 125 bushels. Ho sent somo to tho In
stiluto Club, New York, but thoy could not

namo it. It was untiko any wheat wo had
ever known, and wo sent it to a gentleman
in Staustcad, P, Q., with Mr. T.'s inquiry.
Ho writes i

Tha uuthrashed spocimcu of wheat you
sent mo to name, grown by Henry Tilloy, of
Oastlo Hilt, Aroostook, Co., Maine, camo

safo by mail, and I fail to find in it a rc- -

scmblanco to any other variety within my

knowledge.
Tho head being short and tho kernel

rather small and very yellow would show it
to belong to a sandy soil and perhaps a
southern climate, Tho original kernel found

in a package of oats sent from Jones and

Clark, New York, about ftvo years ago,

would lead to the conclusion that it might
coma from the sandy regions of Long Island

or Now Jersey, which send their produce to

that market.
Tho fact of its originating from ono ker

nel docs not prove or disprove anything, but
does show a persevering spirit on tho part of
tho grower. To grow wheat from small

kernels is liko raising stock from small an
mals; admissible iu certain localities.

It (3 an axiom among seed growers that
seeds should be brought from tho north, and
not from tho south, Tho poorest wheat I
ever raised was from seed from the

Lat. !18. Tho best from tho Saguo-nay- ,

Lit. 48. A neighbor attempted to

raise wheat from the Western prairies. Ho
might as woll havo attempted to raiso a suc-

cessful crop of Western corn from Western
seed.

In conclusion, wo presume this wheat
sent us would do woll on weak or sanjy
soils, and for a latitude further south than
Now England. Gkokok Uaciikldeu.

Stanstead, V. Q , Dec. 20.

For the Vtnuosr Faruer.
Butter Factories.

I notice 1 in your last issue an editorial
advocating the introduction of butter and
cheeso factories, mainly on tho ground that
they will lessen the labor of tho farmers'
wives.

Now I am in favor of anything that prom

ises with a prospect of fulfillment to rc

lievo tho overworked housewives of a por
'.ion of their labors, but I think it can bo

dono in an easier way, and ono that will

pay better, than tho establishment of butter
and cheeso factories.

In a community where tho dairies aro as

small as they arc in Lamoille County, or in
(act in most parts of the state, in order to

obtain milk sufficient to mako a Jactory prof
itable tho milk roust bo brought from tho

surrounding country for a distance of from

three to Gve miles, and 1 havo known of its

being carried oven further thau that. Now

it will tako any one from an hour and a

half to two hours every morning to hitch up

a team and carry their milk off, oven throo

miles, and then when ho gets back tho house-wif- e

has tho cans to wash, and also thp pans

that the night's milk was strained in, which

will be about two for every cow in tho dairy,
Let us compare tho amount of work ncc

cssary in carrying tho milt to a lactory
with.tbat required in taking care of tho milk
at home by ths-us- e of tho large pans and
coolers that aro being so generally iutroduO'

od throughout tho state Uy tho aid ol

theso any woman can easily lake all tho

caro of tho milk from 15 to 20 cow in from

twenty to thirty minutes. Thero is no lilt

ing and .carrying off tho skimmed mik, and

no water to bring and heat except enough to

wash and scald one pan, which will not rc

quire so much as will ba needed to wash and

scald tho cans and pans when carrying milk

to tho factory. Tho four milk, also, in

feeding hogs or calvcc, Is qaito an item, ar.d

that is all lost in patronizing tho cheeso fuc

tory. and tho whey is hardly worth carrying
home j Forao farmers who used

to raiso fifteen or twenty calves, and havo
two or thrco fat hogs to sell every summer,

now havo to buy their meat and young
stock from some of their neighbors, who do

not believe iu cheeso factories.
Thero aro other reasons that might bo

mentioned, and I may do so nt soma future

time, and taking everything into account I

am inclinod to bcllovo thatthcra is less work

and mora profit in taking caro of tho milk at
homo with a set of tho large pans, than in

carrying It of? to a factory. J!. 11. M,

Norrittown, Dec. 28.

Dairy Breeds.

Tho marvelous pliability of tho animal to
meet the requirements of humanity, is not
confinod merely to cxtornal shapo, but is al-

so found as markedly in tho functions ; and
changes iu this respect aro as noteworthy,
aUhowjh generally overlooked, as tho moro
obvious changes of form.

Let us now cxamino a few of tho leading
breeds, with rcferenco to dairy uses, express-
ing rather facts than opinions, remembering
to apply our facts to tho typo of tho brcod,
rather than to tho exceptional cow ; and ns
wo aro limited for time, wo will consider but
a fow of many features. Let us first de-

scribe the typical uddor of our breeds,
In the Ayrshire cow the glands of tho ud.

dcr aro flattened and held firmly to tho belly
by n fibrous and iu part elastio tissuo, Tho
teats aro email, cylindrical and set fur apart,
The teats aro a prolongation of tho gluud
structuro, iu order to form an outlet for tho
secretion. As tho gland is flattened, tho

affinity seemingly required by structuro is,

that tho teat should bo rather short than (flat-

tened ; that is, cylindrical rathor than cono

shaped. This shape of teat is a feature of
tho Ayrshire cow, dependent on tho struc-

turo of the udder glands; aud therefore when

fault is found with the Bhortooss of tho Ayr-

shire teat, wo aro really
through tho teat, of that which in tho Ayr.
shiro cow is a featuro of her usefulucss.
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hannock,

consequently

complaining,

However, although a flattened gland Is to bo I

tienreii, yot wo would not wish tho organ
spread out "loo thin; and consequently wo
do not wish tho teats too small, but far
smaller than is admissible in tho typo of
somo other breeds. It is tho proportion bo- -
twoen tho teat and tho gland, that Is sought,
and tho porl'cct gland It furnished with a
teat, short, to bo sure, but of sufficient
length.

In tho Jersey bleed, tho ulanUs or tho ud
der aro pointed, and tho teats aro cono
shaped. They partako in form of tho elon-

gation of tho gland. Tho glands nro not
held as close to tho body as in tho Ayrshire,
but aro moro pendent, Tho glands uru sel-

dom of equal sizo, and tho teats aro closely
set together.

Tho Holstcin breed of cattle and by
Holstcin I mean thoso known iu America by
this name, tho largo black mil whito cattlo
from Holland havo an clonsatcd udder.
Thero seems a hereditary want of tono in the
tissues, ns it is usually tiulto pendent. Jlio
glands aro elongated, aod in turn tho teats
arc elongated cones.

ouch aro a lew ot tho variations in the
form of tho milk gland, consequent on breed,
and tho breed has been determined in a largo
niMBure, as wo havo suggested, by tho ex-

ternal iuiluenccH within which it has been,
and is, being evolved. In a liko manner,
changes havo been produced in tho milk, and
tho milk ot the typtcal animal ot each ol
theso breeds has its own peculiarities, which
render it bettor suiUd for sumo purposes than
fur others. li. L. Slurlerant.

A Chapter on Pigs.

T. T. Pearson, of l'rankliti, raised the
past season two litters of pigs, thirteen of
which were fattened by farmers and mechan-
ics in tho vieiuity, the total dressed weight
when killed being 5,01)8 pounds, or an aver-

age of 315 pouuds each. Tho lightest ouo
weighed pounds, nud tho heaviest 4!1U

pounds. Nouu of them were ten months old,
and thrco wcro killed in September and Oc-

tober. The largest ono was fatted by Mr.
1!. Jcwett, of West HerWiire, and will be
hard to beat, wo think. Tho breed was
Chester White aud Suffolk, an excellent
cross for the purpose, uniting tho sizo of tho
first with the aptitude to tako on fat of tho
last. Theso pigs were fattened by ten differ-

ent individuals. The avcraga weight hero
attained must equal or excel .that of hogs of
twico tho ago, throughout the country, while
tho quality for family use would be superior.

It will be seen that where results liko tho
foregoing can bo obtaiucd, it is much cheap-
er aud better than wintering stock, and es-

pecially is this tho caso with mechanics and
small fanners who only havo feed sufficient
to fatten pork for family use.

Perhaps somo may say that pigs mako tho
dearest meat, requiring moro attention aud
better feed than hogs. This is not necessar-
ily so, but tho results will bo modified by
circumstances. It is essential to havo early
pigs should bo ready to wean by tho first
ot April and tho breed is ot much coiifc
quence, as not a little depends on this, somo
kiuds being moro thrifty and taking on fat
much moro readily than others, and making
good returns for tho food aud euro bestowed.
All lauds ot stocl: need good care, but we do
think it necessary to tuy rather tuoro atten
tion to fattening pics than hogs that hare
been wintered over, as their ago demands
this, to produce tho best results.

To mako tho caso plainer wo will give a
brief statement fruni our own experience.
Wo had two of tho pigs mentioned above,
intending to mako from them a sullicicntsup
ply of meat and lard for domestic purposes,
and we wcro not disappointed iu the result,
Tho two dressed 0!!0 pounds, being just tho
average lor tho whole lot. Uthcrs did hot
ter, but for the outlay we wcro well satisfied
with tho result. Tho pigs wero healthy,
thnlty, and made --ood uso ot tho lood giv
en Ui em. This was sour milk, given live
times a day, until about iovciuu?r.

They wero kept in a pen nil of tho time
and wero well supplied with bedding. After
tho field corn had become lit Inr roasting,
which was not very early last season, thoy
wcro fed about one hill a day, stalks aud all,
until tho crop was nliout lit to bo harvested ;

which they at up clean und appeared to rel
ish exceedingly well. It is not to bo sup
posed that there was very much of fattening
quality in tins kind of food, but it served to
keep tho pigs iu a good healthy condition,
enabling them to assimilate moro perfectly
whatever elso was given them, and wo like
it fur this purpose. What grain they had
was tho soil com after the husking, with tho

exception ot about ouo bushel ol barley
meal.

They wero fed regularly and wcro well

taken caro ol, which wo consider nn nnpori
tunt consideration, and fur which wo wero
well repaid in tho cud.

We hope that our formers will tuko moro
pains to improvo their stock ol pigs, being
always sura to git tho best breeds possiblo fur
tho purpose, as much ol success depcuds up
on (his, aud then there will bo less necessity
for wintering over eo many shoats from
which to net only as much pork as may bo
obtained from well bred and well fed spring
pigs. li. I oiele, ttt Messenger.

A Mistake (Perhaps.)

Thero has ben a growing notion in tho
minds of many of lis Kasti.ni lurmers, that it
dues not pay to raiso corn. o havo como
to this conclusion Generally, I Uidiic, without
going to tho bottom of tho subject, and
noting tho results that must lullow tho empty
corn crib. It is a very comfortable, and con-

venient way of getting a supply of meal to
havo a bag or two thrown into oiio'h sleigh

or buggy when at his post office. Tho boo
is not needed to raiso corn in that way. The
crow can t pull up that com, tho wiro worm

can't cat it Off at the root, tho cut worm

can't mow it down, nor tho blue-ja- y lug it
off and stora it up for his winter feasting.
When homo ono can lift it, and pour it Into
tho chest aud feel nuito comfortable that tho

supply has been so easily obtained. Hut
thero is a sequel being experienced to this
mothod of "raiting corn." It is not quite
the "solid pan" way of doing. Thero aro
"alter claps."

.
Uno is, tho "guuo who," or

! .i:.,,:.,i:rt,i ,n;,i. I,- -mo UIIXIUUI cuuit is uiaaausuuu nun iiui
brown bread. There is a kind of old, dry
chippy tasto to it, unless something is put in

to cover it up. Tho Johtiny-cuk- o aB it
comes "piping not" from tho oven emits a
kind of inustv-bai- r odor. All tho d

butter iu tho world won't givo it tho right
flavor, That dead, almost musty taste cau
not even bo covered up with tho cream of
the best cow in tho barn. It is thero, and
ono longs for tha good old days of native
bread and butter to como acain, Tho vision

of tho smoking sweet Indian cako of tho ol-

den time comes to him. Tho sputtering,
swect-odorc- aud delicious hasty puddlngi

comes up in memory, as ho tries to flavor
tho dish beforo him to buit his tasto. All of
this comes of not raising tliu coru at home,

Aside from all thoso considerations, tho
question comes up docs it nay to raiso corn ?

Can u farmer do better to buy his meal, than
to ruisu it ? Docs it pay to raiso corn on
coru land Iu iNow JviglanJ l (Joru should

not bo planted on any other but good corn
laud. 1ct other soils produco other crops.

What wo mean by good corn land is, mat
which will produco 50 or 00 bushels to tho
aero with a fair dropping of manuro, good

culturo and a good season. After a number
of years of gcnoral observation and exper- -
!...- - 1.-1 r .L- - 1l
leucQ iu uiu uiciuuu ui iiruimuu mu cvii,
manuring, planting, cultivation and harvest-
ing, I camo to tho conclusion, as did many
others, that it did Hot pay lo raiso corn. Ac-

cordingly wo hung up "tho shovel and tho
hoe," had our set ot bags uxed up ami
marked, and set them agoing. No back
nehes now, dropping and covering com. No
wire norms to detest. No cut worms to dig
after in tho "early morning." No cows to
condemn for stealing their breakfasts! befora

sunrise. No weeds to cut or pull aller hay'4

inc. No stalks to cut and bind and carry
out and shock on tho grass. No broken
backs by tho uso ot tho corn cuttor, during
tho golden days of October. And finally,

no huskings as in tho olden time.
All went on so nicely, that ono began to

feel that tho farmers' millennium had almost

come. llu( as ho sat easily in his arm chaip,

a fow pounds heavier perhaps for having es
caped all theso difficulties, "he saw another
sight" that startled lum 111 bis pleasant
reverie, viz :

1)B.

Oct. iik To 10 bags meal, (.1.10, SJl.m
;io. .1 " I""

Nor. a. " s " " 2.'. i .iv

Cash. W."
I'lease remit.

He has fed out 20 bas of meal must
nav S52.75 for it. Tho question comes up,

can I do better U.in Veslern lurmers
own farm, toots, team, pay help and jay corn

at my dour cheaper than I can raiso it 7 Can
they "do it nud pay the commissions they do?
Can individuals and corporations get rich
between tho proJucor in tho West and tho
consumer in tho East aud 1 not afford to raiso

that product right hero in tho market 7 My
soil h good, tho climato will admit, and 1

havo tho manuro. Now wlnt is tho matter?
There must bo a screw looso in the "ma
chine."

Tho Western farmer has tho advantage of
a soil that needs no manuring, and ho culti
vates larger fields. Hut ho must plant, tend
and harvest. So must wo. Ho gets less in
bushols to tho acre than wo do. His money
is worth just as much as ours. Inbor is

about tho same, though perhaps a trifle
cheaper. What is there in his farm to o

tho cost dl'd'reight East? '.. lined, in
Mirror and Farmer.

Mules vs. Horses.

While horse breeders aro souudinB tho
praises of thoroughbreds, trotters, Percher- -

ons, Clydesdales, and all tho host of 6trams
aud breeds, claiming untold good qualities
for tho ono and tho other, we seldom or nev-

er hear a single noto in favor of that useful
animal, tho mulo. On tho road, amid tho
hum of cities, in tho very bowels of the
earth, theso patient, persevering, long-live- d

"bowers of wood and drawers ol water" arc
ploddiug through their daily druugory

and unsung. We onco overheard a
farmer say, with quaint expression : J. ho
best horse for a farm is a mule;" and wo
subscribe ourself a champion of bis faith.
Do you want an animal which will serve you
faithfully without growl or balk ono which
will keep fat on short commons, never need
the veterinary, always bo ready lor wort I
)o vou waut a croat big burly bruto that

will catch u coal wajjon on his shoulders and

low it un n hill, or a littlo sprightly fellow to
plow corn, or to do chores, or mako himself
generally useluH It you do, get a mule.
Ho will require lem caro, will cost less mon
ey, will do moro work, will cat less coru,
will live longer, and pay you better than any
horse wo know of on tho farm. Now it
will bo said that mules moro slowly, that
they aro tricky, that they aro frequently
brcaehy. Somo mules havo nono of theso
traits, and somo have them all, but their
good 'qualities, taking them all in nil, very
lar surpass thoir bad ones. ho over saw
a spavined mule, or a curbed mule, or a dcail
mulo that had not been killed by accident ?

A man may live a lifetime, ho may havo

cono through tho wars, whero horses laid
down aod died by tho score from bad treat
ment and starvation, but 1 venture to say ho
can count upon his fingers tho number of
mules ho ever saw yield up tho glnst under
any ordinary pressure.

Wo siiii; our piuau to tho mulo only as re
gards his usefulness ou tho farm. Wo do
not claim that ho is a trotter, though wo re-

member to havo seen somo very lively step-

pers nor that ho would ho a success on tho
runninc turf. Ho certainly is not an object
of beauty, and would mako but a poor show
m a gilded coach or a lady s pluuton. lie
is intended for use aud not for ornament.
His placo is where tho laborer toils through
tho lonn day, pluutiim and cultivating nud
gathering and garnering tho produco of tho
fields. Ho cats no corn bo does not cam!
ho is an animal of "business," and goes right
along, slowly but surely, looking neither to
tho cno Bido or tha other. Wo confess to a
likinir for tho mule. There's something hon

est about him ; ho sails uudor no false col-

ors ; ho puts ou no airs, and bo is just a lit
tlo better at ten or tiuccn years oi ago man
ho is at fivo or six. His principal growth
from year to year is in dignity, wisdom and

cars. Ho never forgets anything ho learns,
Ho soon learns all abou. a corn-ro- j tho
darkoys can ride him at night without his
seeming to suffer from it, and if ovcry hoino
on tho farm has tho epizootic, you will find
that tho mule If you havo one is as calm-

ly prepared for every emergency as over.
Yes, when it comes to business, wo liko a
mulo, Illustrated Journal of Agriculture.

- - - -

Neglected Forage Crops.

It may, no doubt, bo argued with too
mujli truth, that all foraga crops nro too
much neglected so far as tho modo of thoir
cultivation is conccrnod, but this is not
what wo aro driving at In tho caption of the
present article. Neglect in tho way of not
attempting to cultivate them at all, is what
wo havo iu view, rathor than negligent cul-

ture.
How many farms nro wholly inuocent or

all forage crops but hay and straw. No fod-

der corn, no roots, no rape, no cabbages.
Now that winter has set iu, thero is nothing
to feed out that will supply tho place of the
sucoulcnt heibagoof tho summer timo and
early full. 'July dry hay aud still dryer
straw, and such grain as can bo spared from
tho market, aro offered to tempt tha appe-
tites which cravo juicy plants fur their full
satisfaction. How much hotter provided for
tho wants of tho stock iu winter, is tho farm-

er who has abundance of carrots for his
horses, mangolds, cabbages, nud turnips for
his ueat cattle and sheep, and sufficient coru
stalks for all, than ho who has only dry for-

age in store.
Thoso negloctcd forago crops aro not hard

to grow, Considering tho effect thoy havo
upon land in smothering weed growth, and
leaving tho soil iu tbo best possible condi-

tion for succcodiu erops, there aro other
arguments for their cultivation, besides tho

ono of providing a varied and

attractivo bill of faro for tho animals kept
on tho farm.

Somo of thoso crops from their special
suitableness for the uso of sheep offer tho
further advantage that they go fur to meet
tho grand practical difficulty in tbo way of
good real farming, which arises out of the
scarity of manure, and tho expense connect-
ed with working and hauling it. Qn light
soils, especially, whero sheep according to
tho old proverb havo golden foot, tho bono-f- it

accruing from this plan of manuring
canuot bo Grow vetches,
rape, or kohl rabi upon, a bit of ground you
want to enrich, fud sheep on it, and when
tho crop is eaten off, tho land will ba left
fit for any crop you may desire to put in,
No forking over of manure, no timo and la-

bor spent in hauling it out of tho field,
(hero it is just as you want It, evenly distrib-
uted, frco from liability to wasto, ovcry
rain-fu- washing its virtue into the soil. It
may bo argued that there is cost nnd trouble
connected with tho folding of sheep; but, be-

yond tho preparation of hurdles in tho first
instaucc, tho cost and troublo aro very tri-

fling. Hurdle-makin- g is a uieo winter job.
Any man who cannot make a shccp-hurdl-

is too stupid nnd useless to cumber tho
ground of u farm. It you mako them at
odd times in tho winter, tho only expense
will bo that of tho lumber, and that will hot
exceed twenty couts

Now is the timo to reflect on tho over-

sights and errors of tho past, and to form
plans of bettor farming next year, and in
all coming time. Let theso forage crops ba
neglected in longer. Set apart tho cleanest
and best piceo ot laud on tho larm Tor tur-

nips. Economize and eke out tho manuro
all winter so us to have as much as possiblo
to put on tho turuip land next summer. If
tharo is a bit of rich ground that is dirty
with weeJs, rcsolvo to duvoto that to green
forago, to bo fed off by tho sheep. S.ty not
"I havo only or a dozen sheep,"
but consider how you can get more ; for ono
might as well try to farm well without prop-
er tools, ns try to farm without a flock of
sheep. Canaila Farmer.

A New Kind of Stock Raising.

A correspondent of tho Massachusetts
Ploughman, S. 0. T. Works, Ossipe, N. H.,
thus discourses on raising minks. It is a
new industry and shows how even enemies to
the farm nnd poultry yard may bo utilized ;

"Thero appears to bo somo thinzs not well
understood by tho reading public, one of
which may bo named as tho scienco of mink
culture, ou tho subject of which I am receiv-

ing many letters of inquiry. To answer all
by mail would take too much of my timo as
well as quito a rovenuo in postage stampj.
I havo thought that perhaps an nrticlo or
two might be of interest to many of your
readers.

It has been found by long and persistent
effort that the mink cannot be made to breed
in confinement when caught in a wild stato
hut will breed after being fully domesticated,
lly procuring tho young beforo their eyes
were open and roiriug by hand, or perhaps
on a cat, when one cau bo found that will
mother them, success is easier.

After somo pretty expensive experiments,
I have succeeded in breeding them, afford-

ing a fair profit for ttio outlay. Tho profits
this year average about SI 15 to tho pair.no
mink being killed for their fur, ns a ready
sale is made of all that I can raiso at $10
per pair, sold alive. Itut for their furalono
no branch of industry in this country will
pay better. Minks aro very prolific, seldom
losing any of their young, and thoy rear
from six to nine at a litter, and Iu ono caso
fourteen,

Thoy will eat any kind of lean meat,
bird", fish, frogs, woodchucks, in fact, any-

thing of a game kind, and appear especially
fond of beef livor and poultry.

I shall probably winter ten pairs of old
mink this year, and another year proposo to
enlarge my works. Thero appears to bo a
prevailing idea that they cannot bo kept iu
largo numbers together. This is a mistake,
fur if properly cared for during tho breed-

ing season at which timo it is not safe to
havo moro than two females to ouo male in
the samo pen, they do well."

.

How to Handle Bees and Avoid Stings.

Several receipts nro given to remove tho
pain and prevent tha swelling of bee stings.
As both thrso effect very capriciously, some-

times tho pain aud swelling be'iHg immense,
while at other limes they uro a mcro nothing
ull the remedies applied have iu turn won
and lost Iho reputation of beiug good fur
bee stings, whilo tho truth is that not ono is

altogether effectual. The small drop of
venom being deposited under the skin, uo
drug applied ou tho skin can penetrate deep
enough to neutralize it. Yet when ouo
fears that tho subsequent effects will prove
fatal, tho application of compresses soaked
in cold wator aro to bo resorted to in order
to remove tho subsequent inflammation. It is
also an obviuus fact tlut the human body
can get used lo Jho venom of bees and tint
tha more you aro stung tho less will bo tho
pain and tho swelling of tho sting. Hut as
this last remedy is not very pleasing, 1 o

tho beginners to avoid tho sting ns
much as possible, and thoy can obtaiu this
result in learning to handle bees.

First Uso a veil of black material put
upon a round hat with a largo rim ; n com-

mon laborer's summer hat is very good fur
that purpose. Tho veil passed around tho

rim has a rubber string which tics it against
tho neck. Second Use smoko to prevent
tho anger of tho bees. For a smoker noth-

ing is better than a small lump of whito rot-

ten wood perfectly dry, or a roll of linen or
cotton rags interspersed with somo sprigs of
dry grass. 1 havo seen iu Italy and iu
Franco several kiuds of bellows and smok-

ers ; ouo which scemod to mo very easy to

tuauago was a tuba of tin a littlo moro thau
an inch in diameter und about eight inches
lone. This tubo was filed with a roll of
linen or cotton rags which burned slowly.
To extinguish it tho cotton roll was drawn
inside of tho tubo nud tho tubo driven in tho
ground.

If becs aro unusually cross, go beforo tho
entrance of tho hivo and 6end iu two or
thrco puffs of smoko ; rcmovo tho cover of
tho hive, raisa carcluliy tho honey board,
sending soma smoko insido tho hive.

tho honey board, send a littlo smoko
between the combs, aud your bees will bo in
good disposition for tho time of your opera-
tion. As Boon as you sco somo becs run-nit- i"

to aud Iro ou tha tops of the frames,
quiet them with a little cinoko. Jlcmombor
that tho handlinz of beos is more easy be
tween ten in tho morning nud threo iu tho
afternoon iu a clear than in a cloudy day

in spring and summer than in tall, and
with pure Italians thau with black, gray or
hybrid bees.

As to gloves, 1 cannot adviso their uso,
for thoy uro inconvenient. It is better to
leave them alono, and to learn to handle
bees. American liee Journal,

, .

Breed Types.

Wo will first consider milk in connection
with its yield, In general terms, the quan

tity supplied by tho cow has a determinate
relation to tho typo of tha breed. In tho
cow, in a stato of naturo, wo seo an animal
incapablo of yielding much more. milk than
is required by her calf ; and tho surplus fur-

nished over this amount is increased with
tho degreo of domestication, nnd the skill
aud art of tho breeder who seeks to sccuro
the fulfillment of uses.

In our domesticated breeds wo havo a va-

riety of types, Iu accordanco with tho views
of tho owners of many generations, nnd tho
requirements of locality. Tho gray Swiss
cow, useful for draught, and accustomed to
feed on Alpino pastures, differs widely in
form from tho Shorthorn, a breed nurtured
with tho most artificial care, and supplying
iu perfection an artificial demand, and theso
in turn, from tho Ayrshire cow, tho

of tho dairy type.
Each separato breed has not only its own

typo, but also includes individuals who de-

part moro or less from tho typical form.
Uudor ono aspcot this typo may bo consid-

ered as tho average of all tho superior cows
of tho breed, This, in tho ShofthorVi.'is tho,

form, with tho head, tail
and legs added moro from necessity than do-si-

of tho breeder, and with certain other
requirements suited to fancy or supposed
needs. Tha typo of tho dairy cow is tho
wedgo shapo that results from tho superior
development of thoso parts concerned in the
production of milk. These two forms may
bo considered tho most perfect representa-
tion of animals fitted for tho two require-
ments of civilization; cheap and therefore
abundant meat, and cheap and therefore
abundant milk. U. L. Sturleeant.

Good Farming.

A "Yankee Farmer," Manchester, Ontario
County, N. Y., sends tho Country Gentleman
tho results of his j ear's farming. It will bo
seen that although tho receipt for potatoes is
tho largest item, there was quito a variety of
crops. Few kinds of business cau show as
much profit for tho past year. Ho says:

Uno would think, to read tho communica
tion of "G. G." in your issue of December
id, that Americans aro very poor farmers,

to say tho least. Itut I believe, if wo could
get as good prices, and hire help as cheap as
they do in England, thero would bo just as
good tanners here as there, and wo could
rido a cob and keep u hunter, too. 1 havo
yet to learn that English farmers in this
country make money taster than laiikccs.

Having oloscd up my iarmmi! lur the pres
ent seasonal thought 1 would send you the
figures, as they may be interesting to somo
who think "farming don't pay." Tho farm
contains 150 acres, and it is but fair to say
it camo into my possession but thrco years
ago, in n n condition, having been
owned by au old and infirm man who, could
not attend to it, and thero was uot one ncre
of new seeding on tho farm. 1 raised tho
past season :

Wheat, 310 bushels, at 11.15 $356.50
Corn, 173 bushels, at Soo I HUH
tl.it.., ruo bushels, at &'o :w.-,-.i )
llirley, S.VI at tl.12 9.W.00
I'.itatoe.', nsoo at Wo l!KX).Ui)

Thirty tons hay, at (10 .1U.IM
Clover seed, li bushel', at $G IS0.IM
Wheat, barloy, oat and clover straw 150.ru
Ml bundles stalks, at 3o 31 IX)

Hogs sold 101.00
Uno cnlr I5.UI
I so or two cows, ( III eaeh Sd.00
l'aituro an) sheep 10 weeks ftn.no
I'uultry C5IXI

Crodll for tho farm 47 J 1.50
Tald for help, board Included I3.IXI

For use of teams and tool- -, and Interest
on samo tMO.m)

Taxes 73.w

H1S.OJ

Balance In favor of firm 3300.50

This would bo more thau tho interest at 7
per cent on SHOO per acre. Tho most of tho
nbovo account wcro actual sales. I havo let
tho house-ren- t, d and garden, offset
tho seed used.

Pork-Th- en and Now.

Any ouo familiar with tho appearanoo of
our wholesale and retail provision markets,
fur tho past ten years, must havo noticed a
great chango in tho pork there offered for
sale. Formerly, tho demand was for n

and d hogs. "Pig pork"
was not considered up to par. When pco-pl- o

bought pork, they wanted fat pork, and
the dealers mado it a point to supply what
was called for. If a ianucr came into tho
city, with a load of half-grow- n aud d

porkers ho did not find a very ready
sale. Ho must go to a third-rat- a market iu
order to dispose of his goods. Now all is
changed. A pig which will dress 200
pounds is tho model porker; if he has uot
had meal and is not very fat, so much the
better. Lean meat and boucs suit tho cus-

tomers of these markets better than fat meat
nnd bird. Tho large, fat, handsome, four or
fivo hundred-poun- d hogs, which wcro former-
ly the btandard ot excellence, aro very sel-

dom wautcd now. Our farmers complain
that thero is no call for their largo hog.s.

No one wants them. If taken at the market
ut all, tho prico must bo lowered because tho
pork is too fat. To n plain, honest farmer
this looks liko turning things tho wrong sido
out. It seems to him that a fat creature is
better for food than a poor one, uud conso-quentl- y

ought to sell for a higher prico per
pound. Hut to bo told that becauso it is
fut and good it is not wanted, and is uot
worth as much by tho pound, as a small and
lean specimen, causes him to shako his head
and sorrowfully declare that times aro
changed sineo ho was n boy. Well, tho
times havo changed. They are always
changing ; and tho farmer who means to ba
succcsslul mtist chango with them. It is of
no use to produco what is not wanted. Tho
farmer must raiso something which ho can
sell; if lean hogs aro wanted and fat ones
will not sell, he most grow lean ones fur tho
market, but if ho iswiso ho will have tho fat-

test and best for homo uso. New England
Homestead.

Expocted Assistance from the National
Orange.

Thero is an expectation nmong tho Pat-
rons throughout Kansas and Nebraska, that
tho National Grango will mako a liberal do-

nation towards relieving the suffering Pat-ro-

on tho frontiers of both states, Tho im-

portance of this action is so apparent that it
has seen uuticipatcd and looked for for somo
weeks past. It should bo prompt, immedi-
ate aud liberal. Tho organization can in no
way moro certainly challenge the admiration
and respect of thocouutry than by improving
tho present opportunity aud sending to each
of tho stato granges of Kansas und Nebraska
fiftocn or twenty thousand dollars to be
expended as tho officers of the state granges
of theso states beliovo would bo for tho best
Interests of Patrons ncodiug holp.

There aro amplo funds now in tho Nation-
al Grange treasury invested in bonds, which
would bo well serving tbo livoand fundamen-
tal principles upon which the organization
rests, in relieving tho suffering aud needy of
tho order.

Tho West has crcatod three-fourth- s of tho
fuuds now in tho treasury, aud an expendi-
ture of this kind nu the part of the officers
ot tho National Grange will meet a hearty
and cordail support among tha Patrous, of

tho West. Tho help is needed by tho Pat-ron- s

in both states, and it should como
promptly and generously without further y.

Kansas Farmer.
To which wo say most heartily, "Amen."

How to Keep Male Figs,

Farmers frequently complain of tho infe-

riority of tho stock they havo purchased,
when tho fault is entirely their own that tho
stock don't turn out well; and in nothing is
this truer than in tho caro of mala pigs.
Theso are frequently bought up nt high
prices, and ns soon us brought homo they nro
turned out with a dozen or two ofBcrubs, to
run alter and fret themselves over all the
timo, thus stunting their growth and never
tnrning out well. Tho man who has bought
them is partly to blame, for ho has never
given' them a chauco to develop themselves.

They ought to bo put in a good tight
yard, away from other hogs, thero given au
opportunity to grow and develop themselves.
They should not bo used as breeders at all
until a year old, and then sows should be ad-

mitted to their peu for a short timo only.
In this way pigs can bo grown that will bo
a credit to tho breeder and owner. Hut, not
ono farmer in tweuty pursuo this course.
The pig three or four mouths old is turned
with tcu or tweuty sows, and is worried all
the timo, and becomes a disgraco to the
breeder and owner. Column's ltural
World.

Vermont Potatoes in England.

A London journal says : Extra Early Arcr-mo-

is fur too much liko tho Eirly Itoso to
bo pleasant. It may bo a littlo earlier, per-
haps a few days ; it may bo a littlo better
cropper, but that is doubtful ; it may bo ol
a littlo better tablo quality, but I boiled
somo of each tho other day aud found no
difference ; and, as tho tubers are exactly
alike, and tho haulm is tho same, except,
perhaps, that of Extra Early Vermont is a
iittlo dwarfer, it will bo a matter of compar-
ative caso for any person to substitute the
one for tho other, aud tho purchaser bo none
tho wiser. After all, theso early pink-skinn-

potatoes aro of but littlo use until
they aro ripo enough to bo peeled, aud'by
that timo tho Lato ltoso is ready for use, und
that is tho hcavist cropper and tho best of
tho whole batch. It Is the finest of all tho
Americans yet introduced, excepting, per-
haps, Snowllakc.

Helping- to Hatch.

"Can you render tho chick advantageous
assistanco during its hatching?" Yes, most
assuredly. Tho Cgs of some varieties,

tho Asiatic, aro sometimes exceed-
ingly thick shelled, tho shell " pips " and
hero tho little bird breaths his last if help is
not given ; the fine mcmbrano becomes glued
to him and contracts, and it, with his downy
covering, becomes, us it were, a coat of mail,
to crush out its life. Notice, und if tho
hatching is slow, havo an eyo to your nest
until tho business is through with ; for some-
times it appears as if epidemic. Many chicks
go by the board in this way; help should bo
rendered ; so tako a small sized bodkin, and
carefully thrusting its point a short distance
under tho nicmbrnno aud shell, gently tear
the first, and crack tho latter as you proceed
around tho circumference of Ihoecc. If tho
shell is dry, drop a few drops of tepid water
at tho point ot pressure. Having taken oil
the top of the shell, drop about ten drops of
warm water around tho body of tho chick,
and put tho egg, as it now stands, under tho
hen, tho open sido uppermost ; behind or un-

der tho fluff is the best situation. This done,
the chick is nine times out of ten safe and
will hatch vigorously. I have had wonder-
ful experience in this line. Poultry Bulle-
tin.

ltumir.it Shoes yon Horses. Rubber over-

shoes for horses aro a recent invention. The
shoe is mado and lined in precisely similar
manner to tho articles of apparel worn by
tho human race, nud, in fact, presents no
points of difference savo in its shape and its
manufacture of the best quality of india
rubber. It is designed as a substitute lor
tho iron shoe, and ns a means of preventing
tho many maladies to which horses' feet are
subject. Horses suffering with cracked or
contracted hoof, and similar painful hurts,
it is said, aro quickly cured by the substitu-
tion of tho rubber covering for the unyield-
ing metal shoes. The dovico is easily re-

moved from or put on tho hoof, aud hence,
whilo standing iu tho stall or turnod out to
pasture, tho horso may bo left barefooted.
As compared with iron shoes, tho cost of the
rubber is about one-thir- d more, and their
Weight is forty per cent, less, whilo thoy nro
very durable. Sixteen sizes are manufac-
tured, so that accurate Uls may be obtained.

- -

Pm:i'AitiN(i Uonus ion Hors. F. 11. M.,
Gowauda, N. Y writes : "Plcaso givo most
economical way of preparing bones for hops ;

am short of stable manure, and can get boucs
from our butchers."

Hreak up tho bones with a hammer, as
lino as convenient, then tako a hogshead or
tight box, place a thin layer of bones on tho
bottom, then a layer of good unleachcd wood
ashes, nnd continue with a layer of bones
nnd ashes alternately till full. Moisten
each layer as put in with hot water; placo
whero it will not freeze, and every day or
two moisten with hot water, and tho lyo of
tho ashes will cat up tho bonos and mako
them fino.for application. Tho nehes, added,
will mako a potash phosphate, which will bo

very valuable for tho hop crop. Don't beafraid
to buy ashes for thia purposo ; thoy aro tho
cheapest manuro you can apply. It requires
two or thrco mouths to render tho bono fino
in this way. Lite Stock Journal,

Handling Wirr Son,. On this subject
tho California Agriculturist says : Hotter
not do it, becauso It is an iujury to it au
injury that years of carclul culturo cannot
remedy. Heavy soil, once puddled and
packed when wet, remains so for a long timo.
Every step tho horses tako on wet soil,
poaches it. Tho plow turns it over without
pulverizing it, and leaves a stiff glazo on the
furrows, Hotter bo idle a fow days, or oven
sow tho grain without plowing, and scratch
iu when tho surl'aco dries off, than ruin or
seriously iujuro tbo soil by puddlo-plowin-

This way that many farmers havo of rushing
through when they get started, rain or sbino,
mud or mellow, rcgardloss of consequcuscs,
is not according to tho dictates of common
sense, aud is not profitable cither. Better
pay your lurod man to let it alono, than to
plow tho soil when too wet.

. -- - -

After making the outlay which most cities
do for sewers, they might let it ruu to places
of deposit, and thero use absorbents in the
shape of muck or its equivalent, and thor-

oughly mix it. Theu it could bo sold to a

profit, and farmers would readily buy it,
of and guauo. Hy

such a siving it would supcrsodothe necessi-

ty of our ships going to foreign countries for
fertilizing materials, and tho country would
be benefited,

Stoics' Jpcprtwcnt,
For the Vbbwoxt FAnxrn.

Euchre.

'jTho season of leisure for farmers is upon

us, with its music of merry sleigh-bell- s nnd

long moonlight evenings. Through thn

spring, summer, nnd uutil lato autumn, littlo

timo did wo find for thought or leisure. Hut

now tho season for recreation hns arrived,

how shall wo spend thrso long evcning.i''

Shall wo who nro Patrons spend the hours

of each society gathering at the card-table- ''

Or shall wo in tho meantimo follow tho

teachings ofour order, oud tako tho axo in

our hands, following with plow, spadi, and

hoe ; and with the sicklo reap tho harvest
which will consequently bo ours, Havo not

farmers and their wives euchred themsclven

out of enough already, in playing this gama

nt every social party or evening visit that
they chanced to attend during tho winter
months? Tho sin of g to our mind
lies just here. Wo aro cheating ourselves

out of tho benefit which theso social gather-

ings aro intended to bestow.

Very many of us feel a decided reluctance
to being introduced to n stranger, fur tho

reason that wo distrust our ability to enter
into conversation with them, and therefore
feel an uncomfortable embarrassment when

introduced. Now this may bo easily over-

come by practice ; and this practico wo must
have, in order to overcomo tho difficulty, fur
conversation is an art, aud uo person need

hope for auy degreo of perfection iu an art,
without practice.

As Patrons we aro constantly meeting
with mothers uud sisters, who aro strangers
to us, and with whom wo wish to becomo ac-

quainted, but when introduced, we don't
know what lo say. And shall wo who sco

tho evil that has befallen us by practicing
tho habit of set tho example
beforo our children, and bring them up iu
our footsteps to reap tho reward of ignoranco '

llnther let us sow only tho good seed that
will bear knowledge. Wo as a class get
littlo time for tho improvement of tho mind,
and therefore it is all important that wo

mako a right uso of it ; for :

" Whilo we send for the napkins tho soup grows cold,
M hllo the bonnet Is trimming tho face crows old,
When we've matched our buttons tho pattern U fold,
And everything oomes too late I too lato I"

Tho present only is ours, but it is a glori-

ous possession, aud wo cannot too highly ap-

preciate its value. All life, rightly viewed,
consists in tho present moment. Tho past
is gone, the future does not exist, but around
tho divine 71010 clusters all duty, ull happi-

ness, all life for as. If we fail to appreciate
the present, and to devote all our energies to

tho lifo that lies close around us, wo shall
surely bo disappointed in any futuro to which

wo may aspire. Wo look around us, and be-

hold oppression on every hand ; and tho
more we study aud couverso upon tho subject
tho more wo sec of it, and the greater our
wonder is, that farmers havo submitted to

tho yoko so long. Wo havo been so iguorant
iu the past that wo did not even discover

that these wrougs existed ; and aro our op-

pressors the persons who aro to extend a
friendly baud and lift us from this slough?
Certainly not ; wo must think, study, aud net
for ourselves. Intelligence is the thing, aud
the only thing that will lift us to tho lovel

which wo should occupy. Aud let us bo

striving after it, and bo careful not to place
stumbling-block- s in tho way of our children.
Can we not sco that iu playing this game of
euchre wo beat ourselves every timo?

And aro tho ladies tho only ones who spend

their timo foolishly? Wo think wo would as
soon spend precious time on ruflles, flounces,

&c., as in Hut what of tho

women who spend one-ha- lf of their leisure
timo ou dress, and tho other half nt tho card-tabl- o

; will they be prepared to vote intelli-

gently, should that time ever come to us, and
will these practices hasten that time, and
will this course of lifo tend to banish thu
foolish prejudices which many of tho other
sex cherish towards us (quoting tho thoughts
rather thau tho words of many men) : " A
woman, and so something of un idiot ?" Now

wo know women who have solid heads, uud

brilliant minds, and power to think and act,
which men might envy. On tho other hand
strong-minde- d women declare : " A man, aud
so n tyrant." Now, knowing that there arc
exceptions to theso accepted rules, it is ab-

surd to givo them credence, even in our
speech, and so foster tho false idea produced
by them. How many women thero nro who

aro not guilty of foolishly spending their
time, ami aro more capable of casting nn in-

telligent voto y thau s of tho

men who cry out " absurd," " immodest,"
&o. Hut let us ask, Whatistruo modesty"'
Truo modesty guards virtue, and is ashamed
to do nught that is contrary to right, avoids

everything that is criminal, and is that " in-

stinct which is limited by tho rules of ."

Falso modesty betrays virtuo, is
ashamed to do anything that is opposito to

the views of thoso with whom tho party con-

verses, nnd avoids everything that is unfash-

ionable, and nothing is more contomptible,
It is all right for somo to voto for oflieors in

a Good Templars' lodgo, and in tho grange,
but to voto for n president would bo tho

height of immodesty and inconsistency.

Hut wo are wandering from our text ; if
wo firmly adhere to tho principles of our or-

der, wo shall aim to something higher and

better than euchre. If wu have not intelli-
gence enough to entertain ourselves without
this gamo, let us grasp tho present moment,
resolvo to havo it, and it will bo ours. Tho
only way iu which hopo can bo realized is by
daily persevering effort, aud the only way
to live for the future is to livo in tho present.
When wo realize tho subllmo and glorious
nature of the present moment, bearing as it
docs upon its bosom new events, now facts,
new phases of character, and demanding new
energies and new experience, when wo aro
willing to rccogmzo it as tho real arena of
action, and tho fountain of happiness, then
will tho futuro yield its true significance, and
hopo attain her full fruition,

'Trust no future, liowe'er pleasant,
Let the dead past bury Its dead

Aet, act In the living present,
Heart within, ami Uod u'erhead."

Q. Coh kii,


